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Purpose or Objective 

To add a new exception to rule 42 in order to cover a common situation. 

 

Proposal 1 

Insert a new rule 42.3(e): 

42.3 Exceptions 

 (e)  If a batten is inverted because of a tack or a gybe, the boat's crew may 

 repeatedly pump the mainsail to correct the inverted batten until it lies on the 

 proper side. This action is not permitted if it propels the boat. 

Renumber following rules accordingly. 

 

Current Position 

None. 

 

Reasons 

It is a common situation that due to a tack or a gybe one or more battens are inverted. At least one 
pump is then needed to correct the batten(s) and very often it is not successful.  According to the 
current rules, a second pump would be considered a repeated action that breaks rule 42.2(a). 
Sailors should be able to have a normal shape of a sail hence correcting an inverted batten(s) after 
a tack or a gybe shall be permitted as long as it does not propel the boat. 

 

Proposal 2 

Insert a new rule 42.3(e): 

42.3 Exceptions 

 (e) The boat's crew may repeatedly pump the mainsail to correct the inverted 

 batten until it lies on the proper side. This action is not permitted if it propels 

 the boat. 
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Renumber following rules accordingly. 

 

Current position 

None. 

 

Reasons 

It is a common situation that one or more battens are inverted due to a tack, a gybe or after 
backing a sail.  At least one pump is then needed to correct the batten(s) and very often it is not 
successful.  According to the current rules, a second pump would be considered a repeated action 
that breaks rule 42.2(a).  Correcting an inverted batten(s) in above mentioned circumstances shall 
be considered a seamanlike action and as long as it does not propel the boat shall be permitted. 


